[543

Compiroller Genernl
of tho United Statas

Weshiagton, D.C, 20648
Decision

Matter of: Professional Interpreter Exchange, Inc,
File: B-261387
Date: June 6, 10056

DECISION

Professional Interpreter Exchange, Inc. protests the action of the Social Security
Administration in conducting request for proposals No, SSA-RFP-95-1870.
Professional Interpreter contends that the agency did not allow sufficient time to
respond to questions concerning Professional Interpreter's proposa.l.

We dismiss the protest as untimely filed on May 15, 1995, because it challenges an
alleged impropriety in the solicitation that should have been protested hefore the
due date to respond to the agency's questions on April 20.

Our Bid Protest Regulations contain strict rules requinng tunely submission of
protests These rules specifically require that protests based upon alleged
improprieties in a solicitation which are apparent prior to the closing date for
receipt of proposals must be filed pnor to the time for closing 4 C.F.R,

§ 21.2(a)(1). This rule includes challenges to alleged impro;met:ea which did not
exist in the initial 'solicitation but which are subsequently incorporated into the
solicitation. In such cases, the solicitation must be protested not later than the next
closing date for receipt of proposals following the incorporation. NASCO Aircraft
Brake. Inc, B-237860, Mar, 26, 1890, 90-1 CPD ¥ 330, In this regard, we consider
challenges to the due date for the submission of revised proposals as & challenge to
the solicitation provisions. See Hollingsead IntY], B-227863, Oct. 10, 1087, 87-2 CPD
1 372,

These timeliness miles reflect the dual requirements of giving parties a Jair
apportunity to present their cases and resolving protests expeditiously without

unduly disrupting or delaying the procurement process. Air lnc.-Request for
Recon,, B-238220.2, Jan. 29, 1890, 80-1 CPD ¥ 129. In crder to prevent these rules
from becoming meaningless, exceptions are strictly construed and rarely used. Id.

The protest is dismissed.
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